The 
INTRODUCTION
The specie Colocasia esculenta related aroids are perennial monocot plants from the Araceae family, which is composed by 105 different genus and up to 3200 species (Serviss et al., 2000) . The adult plant of taro is composed of a mother corm, from which develops lateral smaller ones (offspring). Leaves grow from the apex of the corm, forming swollen petiole, varying in sizes and color according to the clone, from which arises a large hart-shape leaf blade (Puiatti, 2002) . Usually taro is grown as source of starchy rhizome, but clones of genus Colocasia may also be used for ornamental proposes (Serviss et al., 2000) . In Brazil there is an enormous phenotypic diversity among colleted accessions of taro, which were not fully evaluated regarding the different phases of development.
In this work were evaluated the major morphologic characteristics from vegetative and reproductive organs in accessions stored at the Germoplasm Bank of Federal University of Viçosa (BGH/UFV), trying to establish their potential as ornamental plants.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
The experiment was conduced at Federal University of Viçosa from September 2000 throughout June 2001. Experiments were arranged in a completely randomized design using 36 accessions and five replicates. The plots were composed of four rows with 4 m and spacing of 1.0 × 0.5 m. The crop was propagated asexually using whole offspring corms, weighting from 43 g (BGH 6315) to 140 g (BGH 5927).
The morphologic characteristics were evaluated according those described by Leaf blade margin varied from entire to sinuate, and color of the leaf blade ranged from green to dark-green (Table 1 and Fig. 1 ).The average of ratio between length and width of leaf blade was 1.50, varying from 1.35 (BGH 5928) to 1.82 (BGH 6092), (Table  1) .
Leaf petiole color varied from light green to purple-red. Stripes in the petiole were present in the clones BGH 5920, BGH5931, BGH 6093, BGH 6315 and BGH 6606, representing 13.89% of all accesses. All accessions that showed stripes had red color ( Table 2) .
The spadix of the inflorescences has staminate flowers in the top and pistillate flowers at the base, which are separated by a transversal constriction in the middle containing a sterile appendage in all studied accesses (Fig. 2) . Flowering started in 21/01/2001 at 120 DAP, extending for additional 97 days for all clones, except for the BGH 5927 in which the flowering extended for 119 days. The percentage of flowering was superior to 10% for the accessions BGH 5920, BGH 5926, BGH 6091, BGH 6093, BGH 6094 and BGH 6306 and inferior to 10% for BGH 5927, BGH 6087, BGH 6089, BGH 6136 and BGH 6606 (Table 2 ). For the remaining accessions the flowering was absent. For those in which flowering occurred, the inflorescence peduncle was light green or purple. Two to five inflorescences arose from each leaf axil and produced one to two flower bunches per plant. The average of the ratio between the length of peduncle and inflorescence was 1.8, varying from 1.1 (BGH 5927) to 2.3 (BGH 6089). The color of the upper part of the spathe varied from light yellow to yellow-orange with or without red spots. The color of the lower part from the spathe ranged from green to purple, with or without the presence of stripes or dark spots. The spathe at anthesis appeared in hooded or flat form (Table 2 and Fig. 3 ).
DISCUSSION
Taro is a perennial and herbaceous monocot, adapted for use in shaded gardens. The inflorescences within the spadix when present are big and colorful; however the flowering is dependent upon environmental conditions and genotype. For those accessions in which flowering occurs in field conditions, it arises when, during the growing season, high temperature and enough humidity in the soil are present (Puiatti, 2002) . Based on data, the accessions BGH 5920, BGH 5926, BGH 6091, BGH 6093, BGH 6094 and BGH 6306 have great potential to be used as ornamental plant, because they have more than 10% of the plants with natural flowering and exuberant vegetative growth for gardens. Also, accessions with shorter petioles and a larger number of axillary buds/plant may be better adapted to growth as potted plants. However, further studies are needed to understand the influence of the genotype, temperature, irradiance and daylength on flowering induction. w NLB = number of lateral buds/plant (1 = 1 -5 and 2 = 6 -10); x LBM = leaf blade margin [1 = entire, 2 = undulate and 3 = sinuate]; y CLB = color of leaf blade (3 = green and 4 = dark-green); and z LLLWR = leaf lamina length/width ratio (5 = 1,00 -1,50 and 7 = >1,50). BGH 6606 BGH 6306
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